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DESCRIBE

Look at the picture first, before reading the words.
Describe the setting. What objects are at the Indian camp?
What colors are used in the illustration? Describe the
figures you see in the image. How many figures are there?
What are they doing? What are they wearing? Compare
the headdresses of the people. What is the man in the
foreground holding? What is the mood of the image?

Now read the words. Does this change what you think
about the image? What clues does the language provide
about the illustration? Which figure do you think is “Short
Bull”? Why? Describe the style and type of writing. How
does the artist imply humor and knowledge of Indians in the
letter and the image?

INQUIRE,

“Maney snows have fallen...” and “...the grass has grone
long...” are idioms. Based on Russell's use of these idioms,
how long might it have been since the two groups have




met? Months? Years? Why is the pipe offered? What is
“...the lodg of the Antelope...”? Where do you find other
references to the antelope? How does Russell use words to
give additional meaning to his letter?

SUPPOSE

Suppose you are the recipient of this letter. What would

be your reaction to Russell’s words? Would you accept his
invitation? Would the amount of time that has past since
your last meeting make a difference in your reaction? What
would you expect to do if you met?

INFORM

Russell is well-known for his illustrated letters, often filled
with humor, that he wrote to many of his friends. In this
particular letter, Russell depicts himself and his wife, Nancy,
as Blackfeet Indians. In 1887-1888, Russell spent time in
Canada living among the Blood Indians, a subgroup of the
Blackfeet. Russell signs the letter using his Blood name,
“Ah-Wa-Cous,” the Antelope.

The Sioux and Blackfeet were traditional enemies on the
American frontier. (See Russell’s painting When Blackfeet
and Sioux Meel). Smoking the peace pipe, a sacred
tradition for Plains Indians like the Blackfeet and Sioux, was
used to confirm treaties and agreements.

Jim Gabriel is believed to be the recipient of this letter and
Russell may have portrayed him as a Sioux in this letter.
Gabriel spent time during the Sioux wars as a courier for
General Nelson Miles. In the 1890s, Gabriel participated in
Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show.

When Blackfeet and Sioux Meet, 1908, C. Russell

EXTEND

Imagine you are living in Montana during the 1890s. Write
an illustrated letter to a friend or family member inviting
them to visit you. Include an idiom or metaphor in your
writing.

See pg. 58, 61

Now look at Russell's painting When Blackfeet and Sioux
Meet. Compare and contrast this to the letter with a Venn
diagram. How does Russell portray a different relationship
between the two tribes? Write at least two paragraphs
explaining your answer.

Write a response to the letter. You may choose to illustrate
it. Perhaps, describe the ceremony of smoking the peace

pipe.

For reference, see pg. 5 at the following link: http://www.
blackfeetnation.com/about-the-blackfeet/our-history
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